ENG 2%5; Crcativc Nomciction
Fall 2008
Ccclar Crest Co”ege
Section 80; Tl’\ursdag 7-9:30 p.m.
Curtis 253

Frowcessor Marg H Sngder
Hartze] fﬂa“ 220

Oﬁcice hours: MW 1-3.00 p-m.
FPhone:610-4%7-4471, x448% (office)
E_mai]: mhan&er@ccdarcrest.eclu or

merre727@aol.com (For faster response time)

This course is a wori(sl‘xop in writing creative nonfiction. Ourgoals in this course include ]eaming and
éeveloping skills as writers; reacling arange of nonfiction, and learning techniques from the various
reaclings; imProvirsg our abilitg to analgze and critique written prose; and gaining exPerience in editing
and revising our own work. | he rcaclings will show you many Possibi]ities Forgour own work, and Jll
urge you to try writing in different styles and forms during the semester. You will sPcncl a great deal

of time discussing and revisingyour work—in group workshops and in conference with me.

Tcxts
Didion,Joan. T/L)c Yearo)[Magfca/ 777/’17&/}75. New Yor‘(: Vintage Books, 2006.

F!ﬂrm, Nick. Anot/mrﬁu//s/ﬁt /\/lgfzt in 5uc£ C/tﬂ New Yorl(: W.W. Norton & Compang, 2004

(serard, Fhlllp Creative Nonfiction: K@scarc/n'ng and Craﬁ/}gﬁtor/bs of Keal [ ite. Long Carove,
]L: Wavcland Fress, 2004

Kitchen, Judith, ed. 5/40/1‘ Taéc&- Br/éifzncountcrs with Contemporarﬂ /\/on)[/tf/bn. New York:
WW Norton & Compang, 2005.

Tall, Deborah. [From Where We Stand- chover/ngA Sense of Flace. Paltimore, MD: T he
Johns ]—‘loPl(ins Universitg Press, 199%. ([Handout)


mailto:mhsnyder@cedarcrest.edu
mailto:merre727@aol.com

Course DcscriPtion: English 2%5 focuses on the process of writing complcte works of
nonfiction tlﬁrouglﬂ intensive writing Practice and through focused critical assessment.
Assessment will be done in the writing workslﬁoP Format, requiring each student to evaluate
assigncd/submitted works in writing Prior to whole-class discussion. Students will read the
work of Frequent]g Pub]ishec{ writers as well as that of their peers. The role of the instructor
is to assign rcaclings and writing exercises that s’creng’chen the student writer’s knowledge of
and Facili’cﬁ with tec}miques for creating effective nonfiction; to guiéc workshop discussion of
written work in a manner that will benefit both the writer of the work at hand and the other
writers present; to define and exPIain imPor'tant elements of nonfiction writing and the writing
process; and to evaluate the Pemcormance of students as dcve]oping writers, as critical
readers, as focused and rcsponsible workshop Participants) and as members of a mutua”9

suppor’cive communit3 of writers.

Coursc Outcomcs, Ol::jcctivcs, and Assessmcnt:
Eng]ish 235, Nonfiction Writing is designed to facilitate the Fo”owing educational outcomes:
. Stuclents will demonstrate nonfiction writing abilitg

e  Students will demonstrate close rcading and ana!gtica]/critical thinking skills
o  Students will demonstrate the ability to revise/edit written work
. Stuclents will demonstrate knowledge of basic writing and ]iterarﬁ terms

T o attain these outcomes, English 2%5 pursucs the Fo”owing course objec’cives:
o At the completion of this course, students will be able to write complete works of
nonfiction in various modes
. Studénts will be able to ana]yzc and critica”g evaluate Completed works of nonfiction
writing and to Provicle suggestions for imProving them
. Studénts will be able to devise their own aPProaches to the tcaching of nonfiction

writing

E_ng]ish 2%5 achieves its intended educational outcomes through the Fo”owing forms of
assessment:
e  Students will demonstrate their nonfiction writing abilities tl—\rough the completion of

writing exercises and the writing of complete works of nonfiction in various modes



e  Students will demonstrate close reading and analgtica]/critical thinking skills through
written and oral assessment of works written bg established writers and by their
wor‘(shop peers

e  Students will demonstrate the abilitg to revise/edit written work tl‘xrougl‘x written and
oral assessment of works written }39 established writers and 53 their wor‘(shop peers

o  Students will demonstrate knowlec}ge of basic writing and ]iterary terms through
written and oral assessment of works written bg established writers and by their

WOT‘(ShOP PCCFS

C[assroom Frotocol: As this class dcpends on collaborative effort, J'll expect you to be
activelg involved in discussions, to come to class Prepared, and to formulate questions and
ideas about the reading& You will be requirecl to Par’ciciPate in discussions, in workshops,
and in sharing your work; your Participation WIL L affect 3ourgradc (see below). Also, [l
expect you to respect your peers, whether discussing their creative work or their ideas about

writing,. Anc/, Jet me be very clear: no cell Pﬁonc, /aptop, or /ntcrnct use — orany

tcc/mo/ogfca/ jtem use for that matter — dun’ng class, or [ will ask gou to Jeave.

Attendance: 5imp|9 put, you are exPectecl to attend and Participate in each class meeting,. Thereis
no distinction between “excused” and “unexcused” absences. llcgou miss a c]ass, you remain
resPonsible for the material covered. Missing more than /4 of the class meetings (‘1’ classes ina

semester) will result in a final grac]e of . Vcrg imEortant: DO NOT miss a workshoP class. ]Fyou

CIO, EOU Wi" nccd a mgood rcason.

Class Cancc“ation: ]1C Cedar Crest’s campus is open, you should exPect our class meetings to be

held. H: troublesome weather threatens to close the campus and thus cancel class] however, you should
refer to (Cedar Crest’s [nclement Weather [Hotline at 610-606-4629 for notification. |f | cancel class
inéePendentlg of the campus closing, due to weather or for other reasons, | will send a class-wide email

to your Cedar Crest account.

Co"cgc Fo|ic3 charcling Lcarning Disabﬂitics: Students with documented disabilities who may
need academic accommodations should discuss these needs with their ProFessors during the first two

weeks of class. Students with disabilities who wish to request accommodations should contact the

Lcaming (Center.



Mg Folicg charding | ate Assignrncnts: IDONOT accept late assignments. l]cgou experience

extenuating circumstances that prevent you from comP]eting an assignment on time, you will need to
have documentation of that circumstance and | reserve the rigl’at to make my decision. |Fitis an
extenuating circumstance, you have 24 hours past the due date to hand in the assignment, both
tl’xrouglﬂ email and a hard copy. Thus, no late assignments will be accepted unless proper
documentation of an extenuating circumstance is Providecl and aPProved bg me, and then onlg 139
getting the late assignment to me, both through email and hard copy, within 24 hours of the due date.
A Penaltg forlateness will apply. Ae;ain, very important: You must pass out your work when you’re

scheduled to pass it out, and you must show up for workshops. H:gou can’t make it to class to hand
out your work, have a friend do it {:orgou, or drop it off ahead of time for me to pass out. T here will
bea Pcnaltg. Worlcshop classes must be attended.

Mg Folic3 charcling E_mail: | will not accept writing assignments over email, csPcciang due to the new
version of Microsogt. Also, l will on]g rcsPoncl to emails that ] deem necessary to do so. ] recommend

that you bring any concerns or questions to me be]core/apcer class or during my office hours.

Grading
Jn-class writing (10%) - Assignecl in class; handed in; given a check, check Plus, or check minus.

Reaclins{ responses to texts (i O%) - For each class that we'll be cliscussing Parts of books, type a

detailed, two-page response to it in which you discuss your ideas about the book. Which aspects of
the work do you think might influence your own writing (and why)? \What have you learned from the
writing—how has it taught you to write (or not to write) in your own work? (T he “shorts “will have a
similar but distinct assignment appropriate to your reading of them.)

Frésentations (IO%) — Each o{:ﬂou will be requirecl to give one short (5~l @) minute), imcorma], oral
Presentation to the class, in which you will discuss a Par’cicu]ar text (or section of a text) and initiate
group comments aboutit. T hisis NOT aformal oral report; it'’s simplg a chance Foryou to discuss

your own ideas about a text with the class.

Final Eorhco]io (50%) ~ Y ou will write, workshop, and revise four creative nonfiction writing
assignments. Youll receive a “temporary” grade from me, and then a portfolio grade at the end of the
semester, after revising all four assignments and handing them in as a portfolio. You will need to
include your original draft and your final draft of cach writing assignment. T he portfolio grade is
worth 50% of your final grade.

Far’cicigation (20%) — will be evaluated as follows:



(Grade Criteria for Farticipation

A Kegularlﬂ demonstrates excellent preparation: has clearlg read the assignecl material and
tl’wought{:uug considered any suggestecl questions, etc. Brings original thought and
Perspective to discussion, making signhcicant contributions that exPand and extend our
collective understanding and aPPreciation of the written work. | istens attcntivelg to other
class members and instructor and resPoncls constructive]y. Maintains active involvement
tnrouglﬁout the semester.

B Regularlg contributes to class discussions and has clearlﬂ read the assignecl material,
consiclering any suggested questions, ete. Brings original tl’zought and Perspec’cive to
discussion. | istens attentivc|3 to other class members and instructor. Maintains consistent
ongoing involvement throughout the semester.

C (ontributions to discussion show that the assignccl materials have been read. | istens
attentive]rj to other class members and instructor. Level of involvement variab]e, but can
contribute when called upon.

D Doesn’t often contribute without being called upon. Completion of assigned reacling
sometimes in doubt. | _evel of involvement consistent]g unsatislcactorg‘

F Does not contribute to discussion unless called upon. (ontributions when called upon

indicate that assignecl materials have not been read.

**Works]'\op Frotocol: Agoocl Portion of our class time will be devoted to group discussion oFgour
wori<5~in~Progress. This discussion will cover all aspects of the work—content, form, strategy,
tec}mique, language, etc. Each oggou will submit drafts oFgour essays several times during
the course. ]t will be your responsibilitg to make coPies o{:your work and distribute them to
the class BDE FORE. your workslﬂop session. Note: When you receive someone else’s work
to critiquc for worlcsl'lop, Plcasc mark up the manuscriPt to Point out Prob]cmatic or
Praiscwort]'\g writing, and then type a detailed (one full Pagc) response to the author, which

3ou’|| return to her with the manuscript.

Assignmcnt/WorkshoP Schcclulc

8/28: |ntroductions, sy“abus, in-class writing — “«Summer”

9/4.  (Creative Nontiction, ChaP. ]/5/70# 7 akes — assignecl selection and [~ ditor's [ntroduction,
Pp- 11-16~— Rcading response to one short



9/11: (Creative Nonfiction, Clﬁap. Z/Writing Assignment #1 due with coPies

|n-class writing

9/18: (_reative Nonfiction, Chapters §~5/WORKSHOF, critiques of peers’ essays

9/25: /\//ag/ca/ 777/?7&//75, Ct]apters P~1 Z/Keading response to Didion

|n-class writing

10/2: /\//ag/ca/ 777/?7&//75, Ct]apters i Z~22/Writing Assignment #2 due with coPies

|n-class writing

10/9: (Creative Nonfiction, Chapters 6~8/WORK5HOF, critiques of Peers’ essays

10/16: Suck C/’fﬂ, PP.§~Z§7/Keading response to Flgnn

Jn-class writing,

10/2%: Suck C/’fﬂ, pp- 241 ~§50/Writing Assignment #2 due with coPies

|n-class writing

10/30: (_reative Nonfiction, Chap. 9/WORK5HOF, critiques of Peers’ essays

11,/6: /:rom W/76re We 5tana/~ Chapters 1,24 (Handout)/Keading response to Ta”

]n~c!ass writing

11/1%: Kesearclﬂ/\/\/riting Assignment #4 due with coPies

|n-class writing

11,/20: (reative Nonfiction — ChaPters i0,i 1/WORK5HOF, critiques of Peers’ essays
11,/29:No class
12/4: Revision discussion/Revision conferences

Final Fort‘Folio due }33 5:00 p.m. on Mondag, 12,/8,/08,in my office(Hartzel Hall 220).



